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About us: 

BTCV is the UK’s leading social enterprise charity. BTCV connects 

people with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and 

increases people’s life skills.  It aims to create a better environment 

where people from all cultures feel valued, included and involved. 

To find out about opportunities to volunteer with BTCV go to 

www.btcv.org  

 

Tower Hamlets Inter Faith Forum (THIFF) provides an 

opportunity to celebrate the significant contribution that faith 

communities have in the lives of local people. One of the most 

important roles of THIFF is to improve communication and 

understanding between the different faiths in Tower Hamlets. It also 

provides the space to discuss how faith organisations can play an 

even bigger role in the future successes of all the communities who 

live and work in the borough.  

www.faithintowerhamlets.com 

Using this publication 

The term ‘faiths’ is used in a broad sense to describe religion, beliefs, and 
wider spirituality as well as people belonging to specific communities of 
interest.  It does not imply that a person has to be part of organised religion to 
be ‘spiritual’ or to have certain beliefs. 

Although the project was based in London, this material is applicable to a 
broader audience.  This includes faith communities, faith and community 
leaders and people within these groups with an interest in social and 
environmental action, as well as secular organisations wishing to engage with 
faith communities.  

Faith is often described as a journey of discovery. We have used this phrase to 
present our ideas, moving from the Starting Points to Journeying Forward 
Together. The Stepping Stones boxes throughout the text are points to keep 
in mind. Like most journeys some sort of learning or reflection is beneficial. 
The Next Steps section signposts readers to a variety of secular and faith-
based resources which can help in building wider appreciation and 
transformation.  

A PDF, further material and references are available on BTCV and THIFF websites. 

Listing does not imply endorsement.  
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Green Spaces for Faith: The 
context for this publication 

This publication is part of a Faith in 

Action initiative, a government small 

grants scheme (2009-2011) with an 

overarching aim to build better 

understanding amongst people of 

different faiths and those of no faith. 

Commenting on Government’s plans, Communities Minister 

Andrew Stunell said: 

 

 

Informal conversations and opportunities for dialogue in a non-

faith setting can be a fruitful way of meeting with, and working 

with people of different faiths, no faith and diverse cultures. 

Environmental volunteering is one example of ‘side-by-side’ social 

action and can help people re-connect with nature, as well as 

contribute to improving health and well-being, if done regularly. 

 

Local green spaces have many functions including being a 

‘breathing space’ in a noisy, overcrowded urban environment. They 

can be a place to play, walk and exercise, to socialise with friends, 

and to appreciate nature. They can remind people of their past or 

cultural connections. Throughout the world’s religions, there are 

many references to gardens, parks, trees, animals, birds and the 

natural world. But green space can also be seen negatively due to 

safety concerns, accessibility issues and fear of the unknown. 

“Inter faith activity is an important part of the Big 

Society we want to build, in which people work 

together for the common good. If we want to live in a 

truly integrated society, we need opportunities for 

people from diverse backgrounds to come together – 

not just to better understand each other but also to 

work towards shared goals that benefit the whole 

community.”                                                     September 2010 
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Finding our voices  

Within many faith and belief systems, the 

sacred texts and teachings highlight the 

importance of taking responsibility for the care 

and stewardship of our natural environment. 

But nationally and internationally there has 

been disappointment that faith communities 

have not been more prominent, more vocal and 

to the forefront in environmental campaigns 

protecting biological diversity or highlighting 

the impacts of human-induced climate change.  

  

“A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step”  

Lao-tzu, Chinese philosopher, 604-531 BC 

  Examples of the 
call to action 

 “The Church has a key role to play in shaping the values of 

society and addressing environmental issues. However in recent 

times our voices have not been heard, nor has it generally been 

to the fore in contributing to the environmental debate.” 

John Ray Initiative 

  

“We do not possess the earth. We hold it on trust. We receive it from previous 

generations and have a responsibility to pass it on in a better state than when 

we find it for the sake of our children and the generations to come. At present 

there are signs that we have forgotten this sacred trust.”  

The Bishop of London, Dr Richard Chartres 

(source: www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2343)  

Autumn harvest of Rose Hips      © J.McHarry 
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Why faiths and green space? 

London’s green spaces can help people 

connect to their local environment. 

Whilst many green spaces are open to 

everyone, some have an added 

connection with a specific faith (e.g. a 

churchyard or space around a place of 

worship) or faith-inspired social action 

(e.g. a community peace garden). 
 

Increasingly, some green spaces have 

become a place of sanctuary for both 

people and wildlife, especially when 

they support rich biodiversity.   

  

Nobel Peace Prize winner, Buddhist spiritual head and Tibetan leader, 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama reminds us of the need for universal and 

personal responsibility in these challenging times: 
 

“It is not difficult to forgive the destruction of the past which has resulted 

from ignorance. Today, however, we have access to more information, and it 

is essential that we re-examine ethically what we have inherited, what we 

are responsible for, and what we will pass on to the coming generations. We 

have the capability, and the responsibility. We must before it is too late.” 

  

Fazlun Khalid, Founder-Director of 

IFEES, and internationally 

recognised as an expert on ecology 

from an Islamic perspective: “Human 

beings have a basic right to the 

benefits of a healthy planet. 

Protecting the environment is a form 

of worship for us.”  

 

“Churchyards and burial grounds once reflected the abundant wildlife of the 

countryside around them, now they represent islands of refuge for plants and 

animals lost from the surrounding area.” 

(Caring for God’s Acre project) 
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Green and open space means 
different things to different 
people. Spaces may be formal or 

informal and managed by different 
agencies. Examples include: 

Formal: Large parks, memorial 
g a r d e n s ,  c h u r c h y a r d s /
cemeteries, cultural gardens, 
some nature reserves 

Informal: open ground or corners on 
estates, around community 
centres, along rivers/canals, 
natural play spaces, woodland 

Community centred: City farms, 
local food growing spaces, 
sensory or therapeutic gardens 

Quiet, reflective space: hospice/
hospital gardens, churchyards, 
memorials, peace gardens. 

 

The term, ‘Green spaces for faith’ doesn’t imply that faith groups 

need special places - green spaces are for everyone. Instead this 

publication highlights some of the opportunities these spaces give faith/

community leaders, teachers, groups and individuals to develop more 

awareness about the local environment, and how our actions impact on it 

whilst making practical connections with a specific faith’s teachings. By 

appreciating that our actions have consequences we can work together to 

increase our appreciation of the natural world, and help people enjoy and 

make creative use of local green spaces.  

Stepney City Farm                                           © J.McHarry 

Green space is all around us                     © J.McHarry 
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Why involve faith 

communities?  

In every world faith/belief system, the sacred texts and teachings 

highlight the importance of taking care of the natural world. Re-

connecting is what many of the groups listed in the Next Steps 

section encourage. Active faith communities can: 

Demonstrate the links between people, places, and 

environments for all 

Play their role in creating, maintaining and enhancing landscapes 

of benefit to others and future generations 

Use their connections and ‘roots’ to broker good community 

relations and reach people in their communities who need 

support, regardless of their faith. 

Information about world faiths, key beliefs and how teachings 

connect to the environment can be found within materials listed in 

the Next Steps section. 

“People of faith have an active spirituality which respects and values 

different approaches, infuses all aspects of life and is integral to 

sustainable, local flourishing communities. That faith is demonstrated by 

their desire to work for the best of the world and the human beings in it. 

Through faith they show that situations and lives can be transformed, that 

people can bring about positive change when they work together.”  

Practical Spirit, Faith-based Regeneration Network, 2010 

Working together in Regents Park              © BTCV Green Gym Camden 
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Different things appeal to different groups.  For 

many people, volunteering in social action or environmental 

projects is a meaningful way of putting their beliefs into 

practice. It can directly address faiths/beliefs teachings 

through: 

Quality of generosity and giving 

Helping others 

Looking after oneself 

Using skills and time productively 
 

The ideal of service and generosity is closely 

linked to practice of faiths and beliefs. The 

Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks wrote: “The paradox 

of volunteering is that the more we give, the 

more we are given.” (Credo, The Times, June 

2005). BTCV participates in the annual 

Mitzvah Day (see Next Steps).  
 

Volunteering brings about transformation - a key aspect of 

faith practice. Whether it’s making a difference to someone 

else’s quality of life, restoring a green space, or planting 

trees, the skills and confidence gained might be seen as part 

of the freedom or liberation that spiritual practice involves. 

“Green space has a proven track record in reducing the impact of 

deprivation, delivering better health and well-being and creating a 

strong community. The simple presence of green space is related to a 

reduced risk of serious problems like depression and lung disease. 

Living close to green space reduces mortality, which can help reduce 

the significant gap in life expectancy between rich and poor.”  

CABE, Community Green: using local spaces to tackle inequality and 

improve health,  2010 

Artwork at Stepney City Farm   © J. McHarry 
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Stepping stones to making new connections 

Start interaction by finding key people within a group. Within faith 

communities, the faith leader may be a ‘way-in’ but not necessarily the 

person who joins a project 

Some plants and animals have a spiritual significance, these can open a 

conversation 

Recognise that it takes time and effort – just as nature takes time too 

Accept that there may be obstacles – rethink plans 

Be realistic. A small project or ‘pilot’ can provide much learning 

Urban environments can yield ‘jewels’  - people make places count 

Keep communication positive – lot’s of ‘ do not’s’ put people off 

Some plants and animals 

have a strong cultural or 

spiritual significance 

Yew           © BTCV Shop 

Marigold     © BTCV Shop 

Donkey        © J.McHarry  

Oak          © BTCV  Green Gym Camden 

Holly                 © BTCV  CVNI 

Ivy                     © BTCV  Kent 
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Weaving celebratory aspects into outdoor 

activities also helps to make volunteering 

attractive and open to people of all 

abilities. This can be as simple as stopping 

to share a picnic meal together, planting a 

tree or spring bulbs as a 

lasting reminder of what 

was done, or tapping into a 

deeper dimension through 

a shared ritual. This might 

be something which marks 

the passing of time, the 

arrival of a new season, or 

another phase in the 

growth of a project or 

organisation.  

Celebrating local environments 

Faiths observe certain dates, celebrations or festivals as part of 

their worship.  This can be done collectively within 

congregations or as an individual practice. Celebration may 

happen within a place of worship, in another community setting, 

outside or in the home. These 

rituals or events have a direct link 

with elements in the environment 

e.g. the use of water, food or 

plants and trees. See Next Steps 

for ideas.     

Tidying Hampstead Cemetery                      © BTCV Green Gym Camden 

Exploring the wildflowers             © BTCV Green Gym Camden 
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Some ideas are:   

Hosting a LOAF lunch (Local, Organic, Animal Friendly, 

Fairtrade) (see Christian Ecology Link) 

Growing fruit and vegetables in a local space for a harvest 

festival 

Saying ‘thank you’ by planting a spring or wildlife garden, 

or a container garden 

Building a pond and wetland area in faith school grounds 

Planting a memory/ sensory garden in sheltered housing/

local care home/day care centre 

Celebrating the ‘water element ‘ by organising a boat-trip 

(e.g. a narrow boat on a canal offers a slow and different 

perspective) 

Visiting inspiring spaces, parks and gardens to encourage 

volunteering 

Planting fruit and nut trees as part of a celebration of trees 

Making new planters                        © BTCV Green Gym Camden 

Managing woodland areas                            © BTCV Green Gym Camden 
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Being Creative   

Do something that has broad appeal and unleashes 

informal skills:   

Use fair-trade items in a community activity to 

recognise global connections   

Use arts and crafts to make a mural or mosaic in a 

community space 

Plant trees and shrubs that have cultural connections 

with the local population 

Organise a ‘before and after’ photo session or 

competition in connection with volunteering days 

Compile a ‘faiths and environment’ scrapbook of 

favourite places and local spaces that illustrate/

exemplify key teachings or principles 

Make bird boxes or raised gardening beds for residents 

in sheltered housing  

Make a seating area surrounded by plants in a quiet 

reflective space 

Hold plant sales, seed/skills swaps, willow weaving and 

use natural materials at 

festival time 

Organise a walk around 

a local green space and 

a community picnic   

Planting a new crop                                       © BTCV Green Gym Camden 
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Stepping Stones 

Take it a step at a time 

Look out for new opportunities 

and resources that help you 

work differently  

Welcome a ‘fresh pair of eyes’ 

and small contributions 

Small  encounters  and 

conversations are an important 

part of the change process 

Take time to stop and reflect on 

progress 

Pass on your knowledge 

People, partnerships, participation 

Community projects can be varied and 

involve lots of different partners across the 

public, private and Third Sector (social 

enterprise, voluntary and community 

groups, including faith communities).  

Whilst this creates opportunities for 

volunteering, it’s not always obvious who is 

managing a green space. There can be 

restrictions on what can be done around 

some places of worship and a formal 

management plan may be in place.  

 

Tap into people’s skills. Maybe someone in the congregation designs 

small gardens, takes photos, or could write for a newsletter or 

website, or donate plants that link with your faith/local history.  
 

Take part in a scheduled activity organised by a local group (e.g. 

Friends of Parks group) or a volunteering organisation such as BTCV. 

This way you gain skills and someone else organises.  
 

Try different approaches.  For example, mindfulness is a specific 

quality promoted within the Buddhist tradition. One description is 

‘paying attention in a particular way: on purpose, in the present 

moment, and non-judgementally’. So, for example, if you are 

sweeping up leaves or digging, that’s what you are doing and you 

gently bring your attention back to the task when it drifts off. (See 

Next Steps for ideas about reflection)   

Woodland steps                                          © J.McHarry  
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Many a journey encounters difficulties or 

hardship. These can be purely practical (e.g. 

finding funding) or complications arising from 

poor communication, a lack of time or the 

inability to respect other people’s viewpoints, or 

ways of working.  

Stepping stones to good practice  

The process of engagement can be as important as the 

outcomes 

If you are not sure about how best to approach a faith 

group, ask 

Check if there are cultural aspects or issues of etiquette 

that need observing 

Respond and meet groups on their own terms 

Respect what is 

already going on 

Encourage openness 

by clear 

communication 

Avoid jargon and 

explain terms used 

within a practical 

project (e.g. coppicing) 

Sunflowers                                                                                      © J.McHarry  
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Stepping stones to sustaining 
connections and activities 

Build ownership and confidence for 
lasting success 

Value volunteers 

Build on and learn from experiences 
that didn’t work so well 

Keep listening 

Share information and give feedback on progress 

Encourage everyone’s creativity  

Celebrate 
success 

Joy                                                                                                    © J.McHarry  

Celebrate nature                                  © J.McHarry  
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Retracing Our Steps - Finding out More  

Plenty of information and advice is available, but a frequent barrier 

to action is not knowing where to find it or who to ask.  This section 

acts as signpost to a variety of organisations and websites for 

guidance and inspiration. Different types of resources appeal to 

different people. We all have our own starting points, time available 

and experiences. 

The resources include both secular and faith-based materials to 

connect people and stimulate action.  

They include 

background information 

reasons why it’s important to turn words into action 

free downloads 

practical guides 

and more reflective materials. 

 

You don’t have to re-invent things. Remember that many have trod 

the path before you. Are there ideas which are replicable in your 

community, locality or sphere of influence?  Borrowing ideas is not 

usually a problem but check first and mention information sources 

as appropriate. 

The sources are listed alphabetically, and the main website address 

is given rather than specific pages which can lead to broken links. 

Use the search function if necessary. Further information is 

available on BTCV London and THIFF websites. 
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Secular sources  ________________________ 
 

BBC: The Religion and Belief portal contains a wealth of information and links 
to all world faiths 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion 
  
BEN (Black Environment Network): Working to enable full ethnic 
environmental participation within the built and natural environment. 
Information includes cultural gardens and integrating social, cultural and 
environmental concerns. 
www.ben-network.org.uk   
 

BTCV: The UK’s leading practical conservation charity. BTCV connects people 
with place, builds healthy, sustainable communities, and increases people’s 
life skills.  It aims to create a better environment where people from all 
cultures feel valued, included and involved. 
www.btcv.org  
 

Capital Growth: The campaign to support 2,012 new community food 
growing spaces for London by the end of 2012. 
www.capitalgrowth.org 
 

Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental Management: This 
professional association has a Faiths and Environment Network, and is 
developing a multi-faith website resource, open to all. 
www.ciwem.org 
 

Common Ground: A small charity recognised for its innovative projects 
linking the arts and environment. It focuses on local distinctiveness 
campaigns, and inspiring celebration as a starting point for action to improve 
the quality of our everyday places. 
www.commonground.org.uk 
 

Community Development Foundation: A leading source of community 
development expertise and delivery. Formerly a public body, the charity 
bridges government, communities and the voluntary sector. Downloads 
include Faith Matters, a book collating learning from Faith in Action Round 1 
case studies (March 2010). 
www.cdf.org.uk  
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Conservation Foundation: Promotes positive environmental news, 
awareness and action. It was one of the first organisations to build bridges 
between industry and the environment, highlighting the role of corporate 
social responsibility through its projects. It encourages the creation of Green 
Corners as spaces for everyone to enjoy. 2011 sees the re-launch the popular 
Community Chest awards. 

www.conservationfoundation.co.uk 
 

Environment Agency: UK government agency concerned mainly with rivers, 
flooding and pollution. 

www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
 

Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens: Exists to support, 
represent and promote community-managed farms and gardens to 
encourage strong community relationships and an awareness of farming and 
gardening. They work with a variety of community groups to help empower 
local people of all backgrounds, ages and abilities, to build better 
communities, often in deprived areas, and to make a positive impact on their 
surrounding environment. 

www.farmgarden.org.uk 
 

GreenSpace: A registered charity working to improve parks and green spaces 
by raising awareness, involving communities and creating skilled 
professionals. The Communities part of the website includes help on setting 
up a ‘Friends of group, and downloadable toolkits e.g. running events and 
volunteering. It promotes the annual ‘Love Parks Week’, a celebration 
supported by many local authorities. 

www.green-space.org.uk    
 

Groundwork UK: A federation of Trusts working with their partners to 
improve local environments and communities in areas needing investment 
and support. 

www.groundwork.org.uk  
 

Kew Plant Cultures:  A unique collection of information, images and stories 
exploring different uses of South Asian plants and their influence on British 
culture. 
www.plantcultures.org.uk 
 

London Orchard Project: Bringing nature to the city by promoting the 
restoration and planting of fruit trees (apple, pear and plum) and orchards 
around the city, in parks, schools, churchyards, gardens etc. 
www.londonorchardproject.org   
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London Wildlife Trust: Dedicated to protecting the capital’s wildlife and wild 
spaces, engaging London’s diverse communities through access to nature 
reserves, campaigning, volunteering and education. The website has a host of 
practical ideas to encourage everyone to do their bit. 
www.wildlondon.org.uk  
 

MIND: The leading mental health charity in England and Wales. It co-
ordinates Ecominds, a Lottery scheme which funds environmental projects 
helping people with  experience of  mental distress get involved in local green 
activities to improve confidence, self-esteem and physical health. 
www.mind.org.uk/ecominds 
 

Natural England: the Government’s independent adviser on the natural 
environment. 
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Sensory Trust: A charity working to make places more accessible, attractive 
and useful for everyone, regardless of age, disability or background. It 
encourages richer connections between people and place so that people can 
value and understand their environment.  Their report,  ‘Let Nature Feed  Your 
Senses’ December 2010, is free to download. 
www.sensorytrust.org.uk 
 

Thrive: A charity using gardening and horticulture to enable positive change 
in the lives of disabled and disadvantaged individuals. The website features 
practical suggestions for community gardening for older people, those living 
with the after-effects of a stroke, heart disease, people with dementia and 
their carers, and people with mental health issues.  It has demonstration 
gardens and a volunteering programme. 
www.thrive.org.uk   
 

Transition Network:  Describes its role as: to inspire, encourage, connect, 
support and train communities as they self-organise around the transition 
model creating initiatives that rebuild resilience and reduce CO2 emissions. 
Activities include many community garden projects. 
www.transitionnetwork.org 
 

Trees for Cities: An informative and vibrant website, easy to navigate and full 
of practical information on trees, celebrations and community planting/
growing schemes. 
www.treesforcities.org 
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Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts: The UK’s largest voluntary organisation 
dedicated to conserving the full range of habitats and species in the 
countryside, in cities, and at sea. RSWT manages thousands of nature 
reserves, and inspires people about the natural world and sustainable living. 
Many county  Trusts feature ‘Living Churchyards’ and volunteering projects on 
their websites. 
www.wildlifetrusts.org 
 

Woodland Trust: A source of information on all things related to trees, 
woodland spaces and why they are important in helping to combat climate 
change and to improve the environment. 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 
 

Faith-based sources  ______________________ 
 

Other organisations’ resources can be a helpful pointer to what’s already 
happening as well as a guide to how values, teachings and practices of a 
particular faith or multi-faith collaborative project can add value to local 
projects. 
 

ARC – Alliance of Religions and Conservation: A secular body that helps the 
major religions of the world to develop their own environmental 
programmes, based on their core teachings, beliefs and practices. A series of 
7 year plans from different faiths were released in November 2009 as part of 
the ARC/United Nation Development Programme (UNDP) Plans for 
Generational Change project. The ARC website contains links to these as well 
as outlining many world faiths beliefs and practices in relation to the natural 
world. 
www.arcworld.org 
 

A Rocha – Christians in Conservation: This is an international organisation 
with UK projects that demonstrates ‘creation care’ through practical 
conservation projects and environmental education. For example, in London, 
A Rocha worked with local landowners, Hillingdon Council and other 
community groups to turn a 90-acre wasteland site between Southall and 
Hayes into the Minet Country Park. The Living Waterways project, launched in 
2001, has transformed the area into one of the most important unprotected 
wildlife areas in West London. A Rocha’s work has been supported by other 
faith communities in the area and the common agenda of creation care has 
been used as an opportunity for building on shared values. 
www.arocha.org 
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Big Green Jewish website: This initiative, supported by the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews, is a resource and an online meeting point between Jewish and 
environmental ethics. A new Big Green Jewish Campaign was launched in 
early 2011 as part of a national 4 year action programme on the environment. 
Dubbed the ‘Year of the Bagel’, activity in this first year will focus on food and 
actions that minimise its negative impacts on climate change. 
www.biggreenjewish.org 

 

Caring for God’s Acre: This conservation charity for churchyards and burial 
grounds aims to inspire and support local communities to care for these areas 
in a way which benefits both people and wildlife. Annual Cherishing 
Churchyard Weeks raise awareness and celebrate their treasures. 
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk 
 

Christian Ecology Link: This is a UK multi-denominational network for 
Christians concerned about the state of the environment. The website is a 
mine of information including a daily prayer guide, Green sermons and 
hymns, awareness campaigns e.g. LOAF lunches, policy news, climate change 
resources, events and links to other faith organisations and campaigns.  Eco-
CELL is a toolkit (available for download) focusing on living a simpler lifestyle, 
with practical modules and theological reflection. 
www.christian-ecology.org.uk 
 

Church of England – Shrinking the Footprint campaign: This is the Church 
of England’s National Environmental  Campaign  which includes green spaces 
and churchyards. This rich resource contains toolkits, environmental 
statements, downloadable simple audits/checklists and links to further help. 
Information is also available to groups through their Diocesan Environmental 
Officer. 
www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglican.org 
 

Eco-Congregation: This A Rocha UK project is open to all. The independently-
assessed Eco-Congregation Award is designed to affirm good practice in 
environmental stewardship and to help churches bear witness to the 
importance of caring for God’s creation. The website contains a series of 12 
themed work modules which cover the three main areas of church life: 

spiritual: includes worship and teaching, ideas for services, preaching, working with 
different groups (for example, young people) 
practical: things to do with buildings, land and church management including a 
church check-up guide 
mission: reaching out to local and global communities. 
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Eco-Congregation is popular with Methodist, Baptist, United Reform Church 
and Quakers and the website has case studies on the transformation of green 
spaces. 
 http://ew.ecocongregation.org 
 

Faith-Based Regeneration Network (FBRN): FBRN is the leading multi-faith 
network for community development, community regeneration and social 
action. It brings together practitioners to share ideas and good practice, to 
encourage each other and to link with policymakers. 
www.fbrn.org.uk 
 

Inter Faith Network UK: This representative body co-ordinates national 
Interfaith Week which aims to: strengthen good inter faith relations at all 
levels; increase awareness of the different faith communities in the UK, and 
celebrate and build on the contribution members make to their 
neighbourhoods and wider society, as well as increasing understanding 
between people of religious and non-religious belief. Interfaith Week 2011 
runs from Sunday 20 November to Saturday 26 November. 
www.interfaith.org.uk & www.interfaith week.org 
 

Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences (IFEES): 
Promotes positive environmental initiatives based on Islamic principles for 
the benefit of all humankind. Islam believes that human beings were 
appointed guardians of the earth, and IFEES work is dedicated to helping 
individuals and communities fulfil this role in a positive and rewarding way. 
The website includes the Eco-Islam newsletter as well as the 2008 Muslim 
Green Guide to Reducing Climate Change, explaining the impact of climate 
change using Islamic references and outlines what Muslim households can do. 
The site also contains a selection of material for taking action at the local 
level, including Khutbah’s (sermons) and practical suggestions. 
www.ifees.org.uk 
 

John Ray Initiative: Promotes responsible environmental stewardship in 
accordance with Christian principles and the wise use of science and 
technology. Its work is helpful for anyone wishing to delve more deeply into 
the theology of the environment, care and creation. It takes its name from 
John Ray (1627-1705) who pioneered the classification of plants and animals. 
www.jri.org.uk 
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Mitzvah  Day: An international day of Jewish-led social action working in 
partnership with other faiths/beliefs and community groups to provide 
practical support for the vulnerable in society. Mitzvah means ‘good deed’ in 
Hebrew. It will be marked on 20th November 2011. 
www.mitzvahday.org.uk  
 

Operation Noah: This Christian organisation focuses on climate change from 
the perspective of faith. It campaigns on reducing emissions and transforming 
lifestyles. Its website contains church resources, policy statements on climate 
change and access to media. 
www.operationnoah.org 
 

REEP (Religious Education and Environment Programme): This charity 
provides unusual and thought-provoking free resources for teachers and 
learners promoting the links between religions and the environment. 
www.reep.org 
 

Wisdom in Nature (WIN):This is the UK’s first local Islamic ecological activist 
group (formerly known as LINE, London Islamic Network on the 
Environment). The group holds open forums in London and uses a 
transformative approach. Activities include: deep dialogue, educational talks 
and workshops, climate change campaigning, practical action/nature outings. 
While the network is primarily aimed at Muslims, people of all faiths and no 
faith are welcome. The group publishes an electronic newsletter and news 
bulletin. 
www.wisdominnature.org.uk  
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BTCV 

Established in 1959, BTCV is a social enterprise group. We enable people to 
make a difference in their lives and improve the places around them. Across 
the UK, BTCV supports more than 628,000 people working on more than 
29,000 projects each year to improve the environment.  
 
In 2010 we helped 20,000 people into work. Our hands-on environmental 
opportunities and help for people developing skills for both life and work 
is as critical as ever.  
 
Our work includes: 
 
* Regular environment tasks across the UK 
 

* Climate change campaigns 
 

* Back to work training and employment support 
 

* UK and International environmental holidays 
 

* BTCV Green Gym 
 

* BTCV Community supporting community groups across the UK 
 

* Online shop, including native trees and plants, handbooks and tools. 


